RAPPLING FOR GOOD HEALTH 


Wrestling club members Erick Zepeda and Giovanni Rivera promote the club by 
practicing techniques during the Health and Safety Week Information Fair. Ste Pace 2 


Shelter-In-Place Drill set for this afternoon 


The drill will be conducted 
as a part of Health & Safety 
Week 


By Rupy Carposo-PERAZA 
Contributing Writer 


As part of Health and Safety Week, Cal State 
Long Beach will be conducting a campus widé 
shelter-in-place drill on Tuesday, Oct. 21. 

Beginning with a test of the BeachALERT! 
Emergency Notification System (ENS), the drill 
will last approximately 15.minutes, from 2:30 
p.m. to 2:45 p.m. 

All staff and faculty members are expected to 


discuss the drill with students in the fifteen min- 
utes that comprise the event. The drill will be 
discussion based, with no barricading or evacu- 
ations taking place, according to the CSULB 
Emergency Information site. 
“We do evacuations every year, So we practice 
a lot of getting out of buildings, but we haven’t 
practiced staying indoors,” emergency manage- 
ment and preparedness coordinator Jonathan 
Rosene said. “The drill was also established due 
to the Cal State Fullerton incident in Dec. 2012, 
when armed suspects led the campus to initiate a 
lockdown for several hours.” 

Rosene said this is the first time the drill will 
be carried out on campus as an effort to educate 
students, faculty and staff on how to be prepared 
in the event of any emergency or natural disaster. 

A shelter-in-place order requires everyone 
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to stay put inside a building, according to the 
CSULB Emergency Information website. The 
order is given when officials have determined 
that conditions that are present may cause harm 
to those either outside or in open areas and that 
seeking safe shelter is recommended. 

Students who are not in class are encouraged 
to participate in the drill by reviewing the shelter 
drill information page, Rosene said. The docu- 
ment contains additional information about the 
drill as well as various scenarios designed to fa- 
cilitate dialogue about the event. 

Statistically, severe weather events such as 
storms, hail or tornadoes would most likely af- 
fect CSULB rather than an active shooter, Rosene 
said. 

“Tf you’re prepared for an active shooter, you’re 
prepared for many other things,” Rosene said. 
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In case of an actual emergency, everyone on 
campus will be notified of a shelter-in-place order 
via BeachALERT! ENS. The nature of the event 
will be given along with the shelter-in-lace order. 
It is important that personal information MyC- 
SULB is up to date in order to receive the mes- 
sage, Rosene said. 

“I think denial of reality we face increases 
your risk greatly,” Rosene said. “A lot of people 
get anxious and nervous when they start thinking 
about the possibilities of things happening and 
they’d rather just ignore it. The more we-encour- 
age participation and give people the knowledge, 
they’ll be better prepared.” 

Feedback and questions about the drill should 
be forwarded to campus Emergency and Pre- 
paredness Coordinator Jonathan Rosene jona- 
than.rosene@csulb.edu. 
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Information Fair kicks off 
Health and Safety Week 


Living Well @ the Beach 


holds second-annual event 


hosting 50 different on 


and off-campus organiza- 


tions promoting overall 
health. 


By Brooke BECHER 
Assistant Diversions Editor 


The 2nd annual Living Well @ the Beach 
started Monday at Cal State University Long 
Beach with an Information Fair on the Free 
Speech Lawn to inform students of upcom- 
ing events for Health and Safety Week. 

“We have a whole week of events that are 
health and safety driven,’ Co-Chairperson 
and Assistant Vice President of Admin- 
istrative and Finance Services at CSULB 
Mishelle Laws said. 

he entire week of workshops, activities 
and lectures is a joint effort between Student 
Services and Administration and Finance 
Services to raise awareness about on-campus 
resources available to students and faculty, 
Laws said. 

Flu vaccinations paid for by Student 
Health Services were offered fo students in 
the vending areas outside of the bookstore 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m on Monday as well. 

“Mind, body and soul-- we’re just trying 


source Center Outreach Coordinator Pamela 
Rayburn will share her story involving sui- 
cide. 


Above, Panda, a three-year- 
old Lionhead Rabbit, sits on 
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A long crack splits the sidewalk at 6.6-acre Discovery Well Park in Huntington Beach, Calif., located atop the Newport-Inglewood fault. Officials knew the fault would be an 
issue when they began drawing up plans that would bring thousands of new residents to the city. 


Planning to a fault 


LOS ANGELES — Over the last 20 years, the 
plateau atop Signal Hill has been transformed from 
a gritty industrial zone into an upscale neighbor- 
hood of homes, parks and hiking trails. 

Where hundreds of oil wells once stood, jog- 
gers and photographers navigate walkways and 
trails that meander around gated communities with 
dramatic views of the Pacific Ocean and the L.A. 
Basin. 

The layout of Signal Hill was not dictated sim- 
ply by aesthetics. The city and developers created 
this landscaping to protect residents from a danger 
hidden just below the surface: the Newport-Ingle- 
wood earthquake fault. 

The fault, responsible for one of the most de- 
structive earthquakes in Southern California his- 
tory, snakes through the hill north of the Long 
Beach Harbor. In accordance with state law, homes 
were carefully built around the fault, and parks and 
trails buffered areas where the ground could split 
in two. 

As California this year embarks on a major cam- 
paign to better identify earthquake faults across 
the state, Signal Hill and other communities along 
the Newport-Inglewood fault offer lessons on how 
to allow for new development. 

California lawmakers this year agreed to spend 
millions to speed up the mapping of faults, after 
stalling such work for nearly two decades. The 
move means that more parts of California will be 
subject to the state’s strict earthquake law, which 
generally prohibits construction on top of active 
faults and requires developers to conduct extensive 
underground studies to pinpoint where the faults 
are. 

The Newport-Inglewood fault was one of the 
first to be covered by the law, in the 1970s. The 
fault is about 46 miles long and runs from the Cul- 
ver City area through Long Beach and into Hun- 
tington Beach before it heads offshore. 

The Los Angeles Times surveyed newer devel- 
opments along the fault and found that, to a me- 
ticulous degree, cities have been following the law. 
Large swaths of land along the fault have been 
transformed into new homes and businesses, but 


planners have managed to find ways to keep them 
a safe distance away, according to documents and 
interviews. 

Near the fault’s northern terminus in Inglewood, 
a long, winding road cuts diagonally across a de- 
velopment that brought 374 new homes to the city 
in 2005. The development was considered a mile- 
stone because it was the first new housing in the 
city in more than 20 years. 

The road, Renaissance Way, was designed to fol- 
low the path of the Newport-Inglewood fault. Ten- 
nis courts, parking lots, a pool and a barbecue area 
were built on and around the fault. 

Developers went to great lengths to keep homes 
as far from the fault as possible. Geologists did 
seismic studies in 1986 and 2002 and dug more 
than seven trenches to pinpoint the fault’s location. 
They were unable to find the fault where the state 
said it could be. 

They ended up using an old oil well study that 
had possibly found the fault. They changed their 
designs from a straightforward grid layout to a plan 
that built the houses around the wide curving road. 
Instead of having the gated entrance in the middle 
of the block, they moved it to the eastern corner of 
the development to help keep structures away from 
the fault. 

“Tt just takes creativity from architects and en- 
gineers to design around the issue to make sure it’s 
safe,’ said Howard Press, president of Watt Com- 
munities, the main developer. “You just don’t put 
someone’s bedroom on top of a fault. There’s a 
legal issue, but also a moral issue there. It’s just 
something we weren’t going to do.” 

About a mile away, on Market Street near La 
Brea Avenue, an old warehouse sits on a small lot 
that developers for years have tried to turn into 
apartment buildings. A preliminary underground 
study showed that the fault cut across the tiny lot in 
a way that would make it impossible to build apart- 
ments while avoiding the fault. 

“The fault report was never even finished,” said 
John Jones, a plan checker in Inglewood’s building 
division. “They did some trenching, found faulting, 
and there was no point going any further.” 


Similar precautions were taken at the southern 
end of the fault, in Huntington Beach. 

A long linear park stretches along the fault and 
through two major gated communities. Visitors 
and residents know the grassy 6.6 acres as Discov- 
ery Well Park, where families spend afternoons at 
the picnic tables and kids play on the basketball 
courts and the beach-themed playground. 

Officials knew the fault would be an issue when 
they began drawing up plans that would bring thou- 
sands of new residents to the city. They discovered 
the Newport-Inglewood fault was underneath the 
northern portion of the Seacliff Village shopping 
center, built in the 1970s before the fault zoning 
law went into effect. 

Developers demolished the center and rebuilt it. 
Now only the parking lot is directly on top of the 
fault. 

Signal Hill was formulating its hilltop develop- 
ment around the same time. 

City officials ordered a preliminary earthquake 
study upfront, as well as detailed fault studies for 
each phase of the development. 

The fault’s location forced the developer to re- 
duce the number of homes from 132 to 110. Roads 
were rerouted and a scenic hiking trail was de- 
signed into the plans to keep all the buildings a safe 
distance from the fault, according to documents 
and interviews. 

The developer, Bob Comstock, said it came 
down to being upfront about the fault and disclos- 
ing how exactly it was incorporated into the proj- 
ect. 

The development was a financial success, and all 
of the homes were sold by 2002. In fact, having 
trails and public parks meld right into gated com- 
munities has become “a very Signal Hill thing,” 
said Scott Charney, the city’s community develop- 
ment director. 

Now, the meandering trails are a part of the 
city’s identity, Charney said, and another developer 
has sought to design them into a housing project 
that isn’t even in the fault zone. 

“A lot of the time, there are ways that you make 
better projects out of it,’ Charney said. “I don’t 


think this would’ve happened without the faults.” 

The Newport-Inglewood fault has received more 
attention from government officials than some 
lesser-known faults that crisscross the region in 
part because of the catastrophic 1933 Long Beach 
earthquake. 

It was the first destructive quake in modern 
Southern California, killing 120 people, and it 
prompted some of the state’s first seismic build- 
ing regulations. After the state passed the Alquist- 
Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act in 1972, the 
fault was one of the first to be mapped. The rules 
covered new construction, but existing buildings 
were grandfathered in. 

Mapping the fault was contentious at the time, 
recalls state geologist John Parrish. There was not 
a lot of underground trenching or useful soil sam 
ples in the area for scientists to work with, he said 

“The cities of Long Beach and Inglewood and so 
forth were not very happy that we were putting the 
zone through there,” Parrish said. 

Over the decades, the extensive underground 
studies required by the law have provided valuable 
scientific information on the Newport-Inglewood 
fault, Parrish said. 

But implementation of the law has lagged in 
other parts of the state. Four decades later, about 
2,000 miles of faults still need to be zoned — in 
places such as Los Angeles’ Westside, Orange 
County, Lake Tahoe, San Diego and the San Fran 
cisco Bay Area. 

After The Times last year reported on the map- 
ping delays, Gov. Jerry Brown signed legislation to 
renew funding and allocate more than $1 million a 
year to complete the remaining zones in the state. 
The funding will be financed by increased building 
permit fees. 

The budget boost has allowed the California 
Geological Survey to begin mapping the Santa 
Monica fault, which curves through the Westside 
and the city of Santa Monica. The state in January 
released a draft map of the Hollywood fault zone 
and is expected to finalize it next month. 


—Rosanna Xia, Los Angeles Times 
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The New Texas ID Law Hurts Voters 


fter Texas enacted 

highly restrictive voter 

ID laws for the upcom- 

ing general elections, 

civil rights groups, 
concerned voters and even the Obama 
administration assailed the crafters of 
this policy, describing it as deliberately 
constructing an obstacle course to 
prevent minorities and indigents from 
voting. Indeed, voter ID laws, and the 
egregious court decisions allowing 
this policy to stand, will substantially 
burden minority voters and those who 
cannot afford to purchase the sources 
of identification which are necessary to 
vote in Texas. 

At first, U.S. District Judge Nelva 
Gon~zales Ramos struck down the 
state’s voter ID law, comparing it to 
an unconstitutional poll tax, and pre- 
vented the state from implementing it. 
However, the Texas Attorney General 
Greg Abbott appealed the decision to 
the 5th U.S. Circuit of Appeals, which 
ruled in their favor; although the Court 
conceded that “individual voter plain- 
tiffs may be harmed by the issuance of 
this stay,” it reversed the lower court’s 
ruling and held that the state “will be 
irreparably harmed” if the injunction 
remains in place. 

On Saturday, the U.S. Supreme 
Court issued an emergency court order 
in a 6-3 ruling that Texas could enforce 


its strict voter ID law for this year’s 
elections. 

U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder 
described the move as “a major step 
backward to let 
stand a law...[that 
was] designed to 
discriminate.” 

Civil rights 
groups went 
even further, ar- 
guing that “To- 
day’s decision 
means hundreds 
of thousands of 
eligible voters 
in Texas will be 
unable to participate in November’s 
election because Texas has erected an 
obstacle course designed to discourage 
voting,” said Sherrilyn Ifill, president 
of the NAACP Legal Defense Fund on 
Oct. 18. 

In a scathing dissent, Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsberg strongly denounced 
the decision. “The greatest threat to 
public confidence in elections in this 
case is the prospect of enforcing a pur- 
posefully discriminatory law, one that 
likely imposes an unconstitutional poll 
tax and risks denying the right to vote 
to hundreds of thousands of eligible 
voters,” Justice Ginsberg said. 

This decision is bad news. 

Texas’s decision to require ID’s in 
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Contributing Writer 


It is a sort of poll tax and obstacle that is 


comparable to a literacy test given to Blacks 


during the Jim Crow age. 


order to vote will hurt many of those 
who do not have an ID. According 
to The Nation, 600,000 to 800,000 
current registered voters don’t have the 
government-issued ID needed to vote. 
This is not because these individu- 
als are illegal aliens; rather, they lack 
ID’s for practical reasons, such as not 
having the time or money to commute 
to the DMV. 

Out of the 254 counties in the state, 
81 counties lack DMV’s, according to 
The Nation. As such, people will be 
forced to commute long distances in 
order to obtain an ID, which presents 
a serious burden to those who are too 
poor to afford transportation. 

Also, to obtain an ID from the 
DMYV, potential voters must pay a fee 


for documents in order to confirm 

their identity. Perhaps, one of the 

most inexpensive options to this is 

to purchase a birth certificate, which 
runs for $22. The 
cost of a physical 
ID is about $20. 
For many resi- 
dents—such as 
college students, 
single moms, 
immigrants, and 
indigent individu- 
als— these fees 
are an excessive 
and non-practical 

purchase. 
What’s even more ridiculous is that 

a handgun permit is an acceptable 


‘form of ID, yet a university ID is not. 


Provisions like these demonstrate 
the true nature of the law, which is 
meant to discourage minority voters; 
according to The Nation, Hispanics, 
who often vote Democrat, are 46 to 
120 percent more likely than whites 
to lack an ID. Additionally, it will 
substantially burden female voters; 
according to a 2006 study by the 
Brennan Center for Justice, a third of 
all women have citizenship docu- 
ments that are different from their 
current legal name. 

Texas Governor Rick Perry has 
praised the law, arguing that it will 


reduce voter fraud. This argument is 
absolutely ridiculous; according to 
the News21 database, there has been 
only one — I repeat, one — conviction 
for voter identification fraud since the 
year 2000. - 

This law affects everyone. The 
United States Constitution allows all 
citizens to vote free of discrimination, 
provided they don’t have any felonies 
on their record. The prerequisite of 
having a type of ID that many lack 
will burden thousands of voters over 
an issue that is not even a problem. 
Additionally, Texas is not providing 
financial assistance to those whom are 
now forced to drive, physically wait in 
line and pay DMV costs. 

Because of this new law, many 
potential voters are now intimidated 
to register to vote in Texas. It isa 
sort of poll tax and obstacle that is 
comparable to a literacy test given 
to Blacks during the Jim Crow age. 
Making voting difficult discourages 
people from practicing their constitu- 
tional right. And with the low voting 
turnout in the United States, I cannot 
fathom why the U.S. Supreme Court 
agreed with this Texas law. 


Mara is a senior double majoring in 
political science and criminal justice. 


n Oct. 16, Daily 49er published the following: 


“Ever since the Twin Towers fell, there has been 


LETTER TO THE 


EDITOR 


Dear Editor, 


I write in response to the article, “Bill Maher’s comments grossly 


away from establishing meaningful partnerships with the Muslim 


and Arab World. 


It’s a breath of fresh air to see a voice in today’s media contribute 


a daft proclamation permeating from the media 

and pseudo-intellectuals like Sam Harris and pundits such as Bill 
Maher that the Muslim world doesn’t speak out against extremist 
groups such as al-Qaeda and ISIS when they commit atrocious acts 
in the name of Islam. Furthermore, pundits have made sweeping 
generalizations arguing that extremist groups actually represent the 
fundamentals of Islam. This isn’t just Fox News, but they’re still the 
best at it....Bill Maher and Sam Harris are correct when they say 
that beliefs that compromise the human rights of others should be 
denounced; however, making such sweeping generalizations about 
all Muslims is counterproductive.” 

Written by Daily 49er editor Hunter Paul (see full article at 
Daily49er.com) 


misrepresent the nature of religion,” dated Oct. 16, 2014. 

I whole-heartedly would like to thank you for your courage to 
publish an honest and powerful piece in an effort to portray an ac- 
curate image of Islam and Muslims. 

It is very troubling for mainstream American Muslims, who are 
disgusted with the un-Islamic actions of groups like ISIS, to face 
growing anti-Muslim sentiment resulting from the public opinion 
shaped by the sweeping generalizations made by today’s pseudo- 
intellectual pundits. j 

These pundits, who try to equate the cruel and barbaric acts and 
ideologies of militant groups with the fundamentals of the religion 
of Islam, tarnish the image of Islam, harm and further isolate the 
American-Muslim community and, as you stated, drive us further 


to humanizing Muslims. Again, thank you for using this medium to 
dismantle the misconceptions about Islam and Muslims and help to 
validate the mainstream Muslim voice. 


Iam currently the Communications Coordinator of CAIR-LA 
(the Council on American-Islamic relations of LA) and serve as 
aresource on Islam and Muslims to media professionals. I was 
delighted to see the mention of CAIR-LA in the Daily 49er. Below, 
I have submitted a letter which I would be so delighted if it can 
be published. Granted the article was published on Thursday, but 
many may not have seen by many this weekend, so I think the letter 
would still be relevant. : 

-Ojaala Ahmad 
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Vince staples rap to 


social commentar 


By Rupy CArDOsO-PERAZA 
Contributing Writer 


In an era where mainstream 
hip hop tends to focus on fashion, 
drugs or having a good time, Vince 
Staples has a refreshing take on the 
negative aspects of gang violence 
‘and police brutality. 

Notable for his collaborations 
with Odd Future, the 21-year-old 
Long Beach native has completed 
well-received projects such as his 
collaboration with Mac Miller for 
2013’s “Stolen Youth” mixtape as 
well as his own Shyne Coldchain 
mixtapes. 

“Hell Can Wait” is Staples’ first 
commercial project, and it was re- 
leased under Def Jam on Oct. 7. 

Spanning less than 25 minutes 


Long Beach rapper’s bold EP is short but full of substance. 


and only featuring singer Teyana 
Taylor, the EP is a bit on the short 
side, but what it lacks in quantity is 
made up in quality. 

On this EP, Staples starts off with 
“Fire,” in which he vividly recalls 
details of his summer before high 
school. 

He repeats, “I’m probably finna 
go to hell anyway,” as a way to de- 
nounce his affinity with religion and 
the harsh environment he grew up 
in. 

Staples has shined on minimal 
gritty tracks such as his feature 
on Earl Sweatshirt’s “Hive,” and 
he does it again on “Screen Door” 
where his father’s lifestyle of sell- 
ing narcotics is embellished by viv- 
id descriptions. 

The lyrical social commentary 
Staples deploys in “Hands Up,” is a 
response to all the recent problems 


of abusive authority in the United 

States. Lines such as, I guess pigs 
split wigs for the greater good/ 
Cause I ain’t see them lock up a 
swine up yet / At most they reassign 
them to protest,” brazenly showcas- 
es Staples’ stance on the situation. 

“Blue Suede,” the first single off 
“Hell Can Wait,” adds a reminiscent 
sound to early ‘90s g-funk, while 
Staples brings to light a day in the 
life of a gangster in California. 

With an extremely catchy hook, 
“New shoes with the blue suede / 
Young graves get the bouquets / 
Hope I outlive them red roses,” Sta- 
ples makes references to loyalties to 
the streets. 

“Hell Can Wait” is a concise 
mixtape from Staple and adds to 
the impressive catalogue in the past 
few years for the West Coast hip 
hop scene. 
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Thitd Eye’s Vision 


Gary Farley opened the record store over a decade ago to grow and share his record collection. 


Fourth 

Street has 

always had a hip 

and creative reputa- 

tion; shops that all share an 
the eclectic theme of the area, 

Third Eye Records is one of the 

few stores around that still deals 
mostly in vinyl records. 

This record shop has had an 
extensive history in Southern Califor- 
nia. Gary Farley, owner of the shop, first 

opened in Costa Mesa in 2002, and 

Third Eye eventually found a new 
home in Long Beach. 

“lve been collecting re- 

cords for a little over 20 

years, so part of it 

was a neces- 

sity by 


By ALEx BrRMAN 
Contributing Writer 


having way too much of my own collec- 
tion,” Farley said. “I didn’t have room, and 
there was no way I could play all of it, 

so I figured might as well open 
a store” 

He said the only way to 
describe the experience 
was like a “childhood 
dream to own a record 
shop.” 

Located at 2701 E. 
Fourth Street, the re- 
cord shop specializes in 
carrying rare and hard to 
find releases. 

The shop also buys used 
records from costumers, and has 
a wide selection of used records on sale for 
discounted prices. 

Complete with eccentric music decor 
that covers every inch of wall space and a 

“worn and torn” feel that reflects the 
vintage vinyls that 


"| didn’t have 
room, and there was no 
way | could play all of it, so 
| figured might as well open a 
store.” 
-Gary Farley, Owner, Third 
Eye Records 


they sell, this record shop encapsulated the 
energy of the music it sells. 

Farley also mentioned that it tends to 
steer closer to the more indepen- 
dent labels and lesser-known 
bands of said genres. 

There is a little bit for 
everyone and everybody, 
regardless of their music 
tastes. 

“When I come here, I 
usually come to get rock- 
abilly records,” Jayan Pa- 
tel, a self-declared regular 
of Third Eye Records, said. 
Along with promoting lesser- 
known music through sales, Farley 
said the store also helps to serve as a venue 
for local and touring acts to play their mu- 
sic live. ‘ 

“T’ve had one man bands play in here, 
I’ve had experimental Jazz ... typically, 
its local bands... but its a 
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“| Third Eye Records, 
___ founded in Costa 
Mesa in 2002, is 
located on Fourth 
Street in Long 

Beach. 


KatHy Fox | Dairy 49eR 


lit- 

tle bit of 

everything and 

that’s kind of how I 

want to keep it.” Along 

with helping local bands find a 
place to play, the store also helps to 
distribute their records. 

The store is primarily focused on vi- 
nyl, but it does have a few CD’s from local 
bands who can’t afford to print their music 
onto records. 

Gary said that at the end of the day, the 
store is simply a place for music lovers to 
appreciate music. 

“I went into it for two reasons, 
one being my love of music,” said 
Farley. “Two, to have another 
place for people to go to 
find music.” 


Underground sounds uncovered at the Beach 


The club is in its second 
year and hopes to foster a 
local music scene in Long 
Beach. 


By TREVOR BECKER 
Contributing Writer 


The Underground Music Society is an on-cam- 
pus organization with the purpose of bringing 
low-cost, live music events that feature local art- 
ists and musicians to Cal State University Long 
Beach. 

The club holds a show every month at the 
Nugget and has hosted off-campus shows at the 
MADhaus Gallery, The Royal Cup Café and The 
Gina M. Woodruff Gallery. 

Their first unofficial club meeting, conducted 
by CSULB music student Nate Phung, brought 
together a group “to unite musicians and music 
lovers to foster a music scene on campus,” ac- 
cording to the club’s Facebook page. 

Founded in 2012, UMS started simply look- 


FACEBOOK 


Dan Faughnder , vocalist and guitarist for the band Sledding with Tigers, plays 
a show on Feb. 27 at the Gina M. Woodruff Gallery, presented by the CSULB 
Underground Music Society. 


club,” Torres said. 

The club meets every Thursday in room 202 
in the Student Union from 2:30 to 5 p.m. During 
the meetings, UMS plans out upcoming shows 
and opens the floor to anyone to share their 
ideas. 

“We want this club to be about people bring- 
ing in their ideas and discussions on how to get 
involved with the music scene,” Torres said. “It’s 
a great way for people to meet others who share 
music tastes, discover new music and find places 
to see shows.” 

After a year of events, UMS is gaining support 
from fellow musicians. 

“More people are passionate this year,” Bau- 
tista said. “More ideas are being brought to the 
table, each of which are helping promote the club 
on and off campus.” 

UMS’s Facebook page allows people to share 
news, events and post anything related to music 
and the scene. 

“We hope people will be able to use this to 
network with fellow musicians and maybe even 
find places to record,” Torres said. The so- 
cial network has helped people find upcoming 
shows, and even helped bands find gigs on a few 
occasions. 


ing for people to “jam and make music” with but 
this year CSULB can “expect bigger and better 
shows” said UMS President Will Torres. 

Rock ‘n’ roll and acoustic guitar musicians 
dominated the club’s events last year at the Nug- 
get. This year, UMS is mixing it up — promoting 
genres of music from hip-hop to techno. 


Recently, musicians from UMS could be found 
“busking” — street performing — on Second Street 
in Long Beach. 

“Busking raises a good amount of money, all 
of which will go towards renting out venue space, 
printing out flyers and other miscellaneous stuff 
for putting on shows,” event coordinator Oscar 


Bautista said. 

UMS does not pay to host on-campus shows; 
however, the club has paid for a few off-campus 
shows, Torres said. 

' “By charging $5 admission, we were able to 
not only recoup what they paid, but also pay the 
musicians as well as raise some money for the 


UMS will continue to put on shows at the Nug- 
get but they’re trying to “mix it up more, not al- 
ways putting on such rock ‘n’ roll heavy shows,” 
Bautista said. 

The club is talking to the producers at KBeach 
Radio, hoping to start broadcasting afternoon 
time concerts. 
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Any Scrabble Players at the Beach? 


We are a free and well established Here you will find players of all abili- into expert players. 
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May MLB 


Nobody is watching America’s favorite sport 


COLUMN 


Adding more teams to the playoffs would generate more public interest. 


By ZACHARY WEBER 
Contributing Writer 


On Sept. 30, a sold-out Kaufman 
Stadium and the rowdy crowd cheered 
for its Kansas City Royals in the play- 
offs for the first time since 1985. The 
Oakland Athletics were up 7-3, but the 
Royals rallied back to win the game in 
extra innings. 

You would think that people at home 
would be glued to their television set, 
right? 

Wrong. 

The American League Wild Card 
Game drew a 3.3 final rating, according 
to Sportsmediawatch.com. The MLB 
postseason games are fantastic, but the 
television ratings show that the public 
at large still has no interest. 

To put things in perspective, last 
Thursday night’s regular season game 
between the NFL’s New England Pa- 
triots and New York Jets registered an 
11.3 rating. 

The NLCS between the San Fran- 
cisco Giants and St. Louis Cardinals 
registered a 4.3 rating, according to 


CuRRENT A.L PLAYOFF FORMAT 
Best OF FIVE 


ONE GAME 


Royals | 
| Royals 


AS te 
Angels 


May NBA 


_ Orioles _ 
_ }——-—— Orioles | 


NetworkPressRelease.com 

So why isn’t anyone watching? 

Part of the reason is because the 
games are on too many different cable 
networks. Those include the MLB Net- 
work, Fox Sports One, Fox 11 and TBS. 
ESPN radio personality Colin Cowherd 
talked two weeks ago on his daily radio 
show “In the Heard” about how its hard 
to find the games. 

“Baseball makes all this money, but 
they got their playoff games on seven 
different channels,” Cowherd said. 

Cowherd pointed out that baseball 
games overlap each other if they go ex- 
tra innings, and the public would miss 
an hour of the next game. 

A retirement community in the Bay 
Area gathered together to watch the San 
Francisco Giants take on the Washing- 
ton Nationals. There was one problem: 
the elderly couldn’t find the game any- 
where on TV, according to an article in 
The San Francisco Chronicle. 

The old folks were out of luck until 
a worker called the cable company for 
a quick fix. 

“An associate and I were able to ne- 
gotiate a deal (probably not such a good 
one) to get the game and the channel 


Best OF SEVEN | 


Royals 


instantly for an additional $18/month,” 
a worker at the retirement community 
told the San Francisco Chronicle. 

The San Francisco Chronicle report- 
ed that its sports desk fielded over 150 
calls from fans trying to find a playoff 
game on TV. 

The ratings are getting significantly 
worse and don’t seem to be getting any 
better in the future. 

Last year’s World Series between 
the St. Louis Cardinals and Boston Red 
Sox, teams both with a rich baseball 
tradition, had the fourth worst ratings 
of all time, according to Forbes. 

Financially, baseball is. doing just 
fine. In 2012 the Dodgers sold for $2 
billion. 

During an ESPN conference call 
in April, before the game between the 
Los Angeles Dodgers and San Diego 
Padres, MLB commissioner Bud Selig 
said he believes there is more money to. 
be made. 

“T have hopes for $9 billion. 1 don’t 
know that we’ll make that this year, but 
we may,” Selig said. “If this sport con- 
tinues to make the progress at all lev- 
els... it can go a lot higher.” 

Baseball teams make a ton of money 


Tigers 


Cavaliers’ Waiters believes he 
can be part of ‘Big Four’ 


Dion Waiters is used to being on the 
outside. That’s where he stands at the 
start of most possessions, that’s where 
most of his shots came from in Friday’s 
preseason loss to the Dallas Mavericks 
and that’s where he stands in regard to 
this team’s trio of stars. 

When the Cavaliers’ “Big Three” 
is referenced, no one is talking about 
Waiters. 

“T ain’t worried about it,” he said Sat- 
urday. “They’re going to say Big Four 
at the end of the year, or Big Five. I like 
being that dark horse.” 

Indeed, Waiters has never lacked 
confidence. Even on a roster now lit- 
tered with stars, Waiters has emerged 
as the leader in shots attempted this 
preseason and it’s not really close. 

He is one of the few to play in ev- 
ery preseason game and he’s second on 
the team in minutes (135), trailing only 
Matthew Dellavedova (141). Waiters 
has led the team in shots in every game, 
attempting a total of 68 — nearly twice 


as many as LeBron James, who is sec- 
ond on the team with 37. He’s seventh 
in the NBA this preseason, attempting 
13.6 shots per game. 

Cavs coach David Blatt is well aware 
of the amount of shots Waiters is hoist- 
ing and conceded he thought about it 
during halftime Friday after Waiters 
shot just 3-for-11 in the first half. 

“1 don’t think he should lead the 
team in shots,” Blatt said. “On the other 
hand, I don’t really care. I just want to 
take good shots and make them. But 
we’ll look at it. It’s something we really 
should look at and we will.” 

The Cavs held their first practice in 
nearly a week on Saturday, after which 
Waiters said no one had approached 
him yet about his shooting. 

He is 8-for-29 in the past two pre- 
season games, one of which Kevin 
Love missed and one Kyrie Irving sat. 

The Mavericks spent most of the eve- 
ning in a 2-3 zone that left Waiters with 
plenty of open looks around the perime- 


ter. All of the attention Irving, Love and 
James will command this season will 
also give Waiters (and others) plenty of 
open looks. 

“T’ve got to be aggressive. That’s me, 
that’s who I am,” Waiters said. “But 
I’m not going to do anything to hurt the 
team. If I feel I’m shooting too much, 
I’m going to look for guys and try to 
play the game different ways. But I take 
the shots that are given to me.” 

Waiters improved his 3-point shoot- 
ing last season, boosting his percent- 
age from .310 as a rookie to .368 while 
boosting his attempts by about 20 per- 
cent. He is shooting .384 (10-for-26) in 
the preseason from deep despite his re- 
cent funk. 

“You can’t miss a couple shots and 
stop shooting,” Waiters said. “You’ve 
got to keep shooting. Unfortunately 
they didn’t go in, but a guy like myself 
I’m going to keep shooting.” 


—Jason Lloyd, Akron Beacon Journal 


because they play a 162-game season. 
That is 81 home games that they can 
make money off of. The problem is that 
the games last too long and people in 
America would rather find something 
else to do. 

In today’s society we want the up- 
dates and scores now. The public has 
things to do, places to be and doesn’t 
want to spend hours watching baseball. 
On Aug. 10, a game between the An- 
gels and Red Sox lasted 18 innings. The 
duration of the game was six hours and 
31 minutes. 

’ Speeding up the game won’t help 
much ‘because that would require 


changing the rules and structure of 


the game. However, there are a couple 
things that MLB can tweak to grab the 
public’s interest. 

Baseball season starts in March with 
30 preseason games, 162 regular season 
games and the playoffs going on dur- 
ing the first week of October. Reducing 
the preseason and regular season by 15 
games and pushing the season back a 
month so the season ends in late July 


would take away some distraction of 


football season and allow fans to focus 
more on baseball’s postseason. 


Instead of watching bad football 
teams like the Oakland Raiders and 
Jacksonville Jaguars in the: preseason, 
baseball fans can turn their attention to 
baseball playoffs. 

The second thing the baseball orga- 
nizations can do is expand the playoffs 
to six teams instead of having only five. 
This way, all the teams will play at the 
same time. 

Changing the playoff format to a 
system where six teams from the AL 
and NL make the playoffs, and the 
two top teams from each conference 
getting a first round bye, would allow 
baseball fans to watch the first round 
would be the best three-out-of-five. 
The second and third round and the 
World Series would be four-out-of- 
seven. 

This format would allow more teams 
that are average or below average a 
chance at the postseason. The public is 
interested in playoffs. 

This new playoff format would get 
the public’s attention because for once 
the games won’t overlap with football 
season. Baseball will not surpass foot- 
ball in popularity, but gaining ground is 
certainly a possibility. 
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Pui Masturzo | Akron BEACON JouRNAL | MCT 
The Cleveland Cavaliers&apos; David Dellavedova, left, fouls 
Dion Waiters (3) during the team scrimmage at Quicken Loans 
Arena in Cleveland, Wednesday, Oct. 1, 2014. 


